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By becoming a leading ‘green economy’ South Africa can dramatically improve competitiveness!
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Advancing the Green Economy through the sharing of 
knowledge across disciplines and sectors, and by actively 

seeking to accelerate the total number of projects undertaken under 
the heading of sustainability, Sustainability Week will once again prove 

to have a catalytic effect.

Where government officials, private sector investors, business operators, 
professionals, researchers, and NGO’s converge to engage on this critically important, 

and most fundamental consideration – sustainability. 
In 2015, Sustainability Week will through its innovative construction truly reflect the 

interconnectedness of the issues – the cause and effect of actions, and the need to balance 
interests in a bid to achieve the most appropriate approach in all cases.  Sustainability is not a quick 

fix or a one-size-fits-all solution, it is about a process of reaching decisions, with due deference to the 
interests of all stakeholders, including those not in the room.  For the first time delegates will be able to 

attend sessions of different seminars as these are segmented and offered in multiple programmes.
The construction allows people from different sectors to encounter the opportunities and challenges from one 

another’s perspectives, a primary step towards reaching consensus.   

In 2015, Sustainability Week welcomes African Capital Cities Sustainability Forum, an event led by the 
City of Tshwane, and which will see high level delegations from around the continent converge 

on the CSIR Convention Centre, to deliberate on shared experiences and perspectives.  This 
significant pan African dialogue will lay the foundation for expanded African cooperation 

at the city level, and at the urban scale.

In addition to stellar line ups at the 9th annual Green Building Conference, 
and extended programmes for Energy and Water, three new seminars are 

introduced in 2015: Mining, Manufacturing and Infrastructure.

See you at Sustainability Week 2015 - It starts here!

CSIR INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION CENTRE
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Join international built environment designers together with a host of leading South African green 
building experts across engineering and architecture to share knowledge and best practice. Continuing 
the theme of in-depth and practical knowledge sharing Green Building 2015 will again feature Master 
Classes, technologies and materials, and case studies of exceptional buildings. • 24-25 June

Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy are converging fast into one bold new field – smart 
energy! Every effort needs to be made to redesign and reconfigure processes to be more energy 
efficient, and at the same time the prospect of generating energy from wind, sun, flowing water, tides 
etc, is tantalising. But the real intelligence is achieved by timing all of these interventions so as to reduce 
peak demand. Effectively reducing peak demand is the holy grail this seminar will workshop. Join experts, 
leading thinkers, and those that are already doing it as we grapple with the big questions and flesh out a 
set of practical implementable solutions... • 24-25 June

Water is becoming an ever decreasing resource in SA, and this trend is set to continue.  Halting the depletion 
of existing water resources by cutting wastage and pollution, and finding solutions to silting of dams and 
algal build up are key supply side strategies.  Water efficiency remains the key to the sustainability of our 
water resource on the demand side.  Leading experts and exponents present the latest technologies and 
best practice in regard to these considerations. • 25 June

SUSTAINABLE ENERGY SEMINAR

WATER RESOURCE SEMINAR

GREEN BUILDING CONFERENCE

VISION ZERO WASTE SEMINAR

South Africa is experiencing a waste explosion. Our landfills are over flowing and still we continue to 
produce and indeed dispose of more and more. The Vision Zero Waste Seminar, in partnership with the 
National Recycling Forum, will invite leading industry, government and related NGO executives, as well 
as fringe stakeholders, such the Pickers, to report back on actions and initiatives. The session will grapple 
with strategies and best practice required to achieve a stepped-up level of recycling in SA. The issues will 
be tackled from both a demand and supply side perspective, and will seek to deliver a set of workable 
recommendations to present to stakeholders going forward. • 25 June
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AFRICAN CAPITAL CITIES

The opportunities to address the sustainability imperative arising from the current and numerous 
challenges facing African cities are tremendous.  Exploring these is the main objective of the African Capital 
Cities Sustainability Forum.  Supported by appropriate policies, design ingenuity, innovation, technical 
proficiency, robust implementation mechanisms and adequate infrastructural investments, African cities 
can reach high levels of quality of urban life, improving drastically their environmental footprints while 
reaching highly competitive economic prosperity in the medium to long term.  Ensuring that the most 
rapidly developing cities in the world develop sustainably is arguably the most important objective on the 
planet.  Ending the negative spiral of poverty and dependence will be the reward for bold actions now!  
• 23-25 June

AFRICAN
Capital Cities
SUSTAINABILITY FORUM



Marine pollution, tail pipe emissions, profound degradation of secondary roads, and high road accident 
fatalities are the most obvious signs that our transport sector is not operating sustainably. SA cities are 
designed around the car and this is having a massive impact on their environmental and social impact.  
Local and international experts discuss mechanisms to make public and non-motorised transport more 
attractive to SA commuters. • 24 June

TRANSPORT & MOBILITY SEMINAR

SUSTAINABILITY IN MINING SEMINAR

SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE

As the threat of climate change grows and rainfall patterns are affected, the question of food security 
becomes a practical and real concern. With globalisation of markets, developing countries such as South 
Africa have increasingly been drawn in to giving over its agriculture to exports, while in many cases we 
find it cheaper to import staple foods. At the urban scale, and due to the Apartheid urban design of our 
cities, many poor communities have no access to food, and many initiatives are underway to change this 
through urban gardening, and other related projects. These circumstances make South Africa, and the 
poor in particular highly vulnerable to external and internal shocks. This seminar invites thought leaders 
and experts in the field of food security and agricultures to discuss these issues and to contribute to the 
formulation of consensus on the best course for South Africa. Findings will be published in order to fuel 
discussions and indeed, solutions. • 24 June

FOOD SECURITY SEMINAR

Mining is SA’s most important sector, employing hundreds of thousands of workers. Mining IQ mentions 
that the mining industry contributes ann average of 20% to South Africa’s GDP and boasts a total annual 
income exceeding R330 billliom. Mining, and all extractive industries, have a heavy impact on communities 
and the environment, but not all mines are planned, run, and decommissioned the same. Some miners 
are leading the way, implementing designs, technologies, and processes that dramatically reduce the 
lifecycle impacts of their mines, and demonstrating how all such mines should be run. Introducing the 
Sustainability in Mining Seminar, where mining executives and other stakeholders will share knowledge 
and experience on best practice approaches to energy and water use, waste generation and reclamation, 
effluent creation and treatment, transport and related issues, as well as touch on some of the social issues. 
If you are a stakeholder in the mining sector, don’t miss this ground breaking addition to Sustainability 
Week. • 23 June

In order for society and indeed for the economy to operate sustainably, it is imperative that 
the infrastructure to do so is put in place. Reducing tail pipe emissions in the transport sector 
calls for efficient logistics and vehicles, but the key is to move appropriate freight to rail – a 

matter of infrastructure. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions is about reducing demand 
for energy from the grid, but the key at macro-economic level is to ramp up the level 

of renewable energy generation and this is an infrastructural consideration. • 25 June

GREEN BUSINESS SEMINAR

Market forces are such a powerful driver of ingenuity and innovation that they have created the 
modern world with all its wonders, and all its terrors. Harnessing these forces to drive innovation 
towards sustainability is the only way to redirect the planet away from its current cataclysmic 
path and the wheels are already in motion. How do we harness the market to a significantly 
greater degree to drive SA towards the green economy – is the key question this session will 
seek to answer. • 25 June
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The manufacturing sector is critically important to South Africa’s ongoing development, and 
localisation of inputs remains a key but illusive objective. Introducing the Green Manufacturing and 
Supply Chain Seminar, where stakeholders compare experiences and best practice in finding ways to 
localise manufacturing along the supply chain, seek out energy, water and waste efficiencies, and protect 
communities and the environment, and compete locally and internationally. This session will invite 
companies that have chosen this approach and are benefitting commercially as a direct result. The fact is 
that by following this paradigm, we begin to weave the golden thread of solving key domestic problems 
such as unemployment and environmental degradation, and earn forex at the same time. Be a part of this 
strategic discussion.

GREEN MANUFACTURING AND SUPPLY CHAIN 
SEMINAR

What we do as individuals makes a difference whether we acknowledge it or not, and we can 
choose to make a positive difference through the simple choices we make in our everyday lives.  
Thinking in terms of energy and water consumption; minimising quantity and impacts of waste 
to landfill and sewer. By understanding where things come from, the process through which they 
have come, and what ultimately happens to them, we begin to understand out true impacts and 
how we can change them.  At the Green Home Fair people will be exposed to all range of products 
and services, expertise and solutions for a green home, plus enjoy an organic market environment, 
with great food and live entertainment. • 27-28 June

South Africa faces many challenges and arguably the greatest of these are climate change and 
unemployment among the youth – so how do we turn challenges into opportunities? Changing from the 
current paradigm to one of sustainability will require human and financial resources, can we mobilise the 
Youth, through government projects, private sector innovation, and entrepreneurship, to become active 
agents in this effort. A new greener economy with labour intensive high growth industries that begin to 
change human impacts from negative to positive, creating wealth and employment, and improving quality 
of life is achievable through a common vision. Be a part of the Youth & the Green Economy engagement 
where young people interrogate a panel of experts on how to maximise opportunities within the Green 
Economy! • 26 June

GREEN HOME FAIR

YOUTH AND THE GREEN ECONOMY

Tourism is the point of convergence between the economy and the environment. The prospect of tourism 
dollars justifies conservation and helps to place an economic value on the environment – as such the 
tourism sector should be a leader within the area of sustainable business practice, and for some leading 
companies this is the case. South Africa is regarded internationally as a leader in the area of Responsible 
Tourism, a term coined 11 years ago in a document called the Cape Town Declaration, and government 
has taken the topic seriously with a dedicated division focussed on advancing the uptake of responsible 
tourism. Be this as it may, uptake is not as broad as it could be and experts will gather to discuss ways to 
jump up this position and to maximise opportunities in the Tourism Sector. • 25 June

RESPONSIBLE TOURISM DIALOGUE

SUSTAINABILITY

WEEK
GET READY TO PUT IDEAS IN MOTION

G R E E N

HOME


